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beloved Paftimes, Bear-baiting, Cock-fighting, and. 
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Primoque a cede ferarum 
 Incaluiffe putem maculatum fanguine ferrum. Ovid. 


Mankind are no lefs, in Proportion,*aggounta- 


ble for the ill Ufe of their Dominion’ over 


think it extravagant to imagine, ‘that 


Creatures of the lower Rank of Beings, than. 


for the Exercife of Tyranny over their own Species. 
The more entirely the Inferior Creation is fubmitted 
to ourPower, the more anfwerable we fhould feem for 


Life for their ill Treatment in this. 
Tis obfervable of thofe noxious ‘Animals, wh 
Qualities moft powerful to injure us, that they 


_ patarally avoid Mankind, and never hurt us unle(s. 
\ provoked, or neceffitated by Hunger. Man, onthe 
other Hand, feeks out and purfues even the moft © 
jnoffentive Animals, on purpofe to pecfecete and de- 


we thinks it fome Refle@ion upon iduman 
ig Beats carefs or play together, but almoft every 
gy gr fee them lacerate and ‘worry one 


olf, that few People take Delight in. 
_ nother. I am forry this Temper is becomealmoft 
ning Chara&er of our own Nation, from 

ervation which is made by-Foreigners of our 


the like. We thould find it hard to vindicate the de- 
fteoying of any thing that has Life, meerly Gut of Wan- 
‘tonnefs; yet in this Principle our Children are bred 

up, and one of the firft Pleafures we allow them, 


the Licence of infliting Painupon poor Animals: 
_Almoft as foon as we are fenfible what Life is our. 
we-make it our Sport to take.it from other 
_ Creatures. -I cannot but believe a very good Ufe 
might be made of the Fancy which Children bave ae 
for Birds and Infe@ts. Mr. Lock takes‘Notice of a. woe. 
“But ifour Sports are deftruGive, our Glottony is. 
more fo, aad in a more inhuman manner. Lodffers 
roafted alive, Piggs whipp’d to Death, Fowls fowed 
are Teftimonies of our outragious Luxury. 


Mother who permitted them to her Children, -but 
rewarded *or 
‘well or ill. 


“proving theic very Diverfion toa Virtue. 
» [fancy too, fome Advantage might be taken of 
the common Notion, that ’tis ominous or unlucky 
to deftroy fome forts of Birds, as Swallows and 
Martins; this Opinion might poffibly arife from the 
~ Confidence thefe Birds feem to putin us by buildin 


‘under our Roofs, fo that it isa kind of Violation o 
the Laws .of Hofpitality to murder them, As for 
 Robin-red-breafts in particular, *tis not improbable 
they owe their Security to’ the old Ballad of the. 


hildrey in the Wood: However it be, I don’t. know, 


~ | fay, why this Prejudice, well improved and car- 


_tied as far as it would go, might not be made to 


ta the Prefervation of manv innocent Crea- 


unifhed them as they treated them — 
‘his was no other than entring them. 
betimes into.a daily Exercife of Humanity; and 


mofity againft this ufeful Domeftick may be any 


Canfe of the ‘general Perfcution of Owles, (whoare 


a fort of feathered Cats) or whether it be only an 


unreafonable Pique the Moderns have taken to a 


fesious Countenance, I thali not determine. Tho’ 
_1 am inclined to believe the former; fincé Lobferve 
the -fole Reafon -alledged for the Deftrution of 
our Mifmanagement of it; and the rather, as the - 
yery Condition of/Nature renders .thefe Creatures 
incapable of receiving any Recompence in another. 


Frogs is becaufe they are like Tuuds. Yet amidft all 
the Misfortunes of thefe unfriended Creatures, ‘tis 
fome Happinefs that we have not yet taken a Fan- 


to eatthem:. For fhould our Countrymen re- 
which 


fine upon the Freacbé never fo little, *tis not to be 


.conceived to what unheard of Torments Owles, _ 
Cats, and Frogs may be yet referved. ~ 


hen we grow up to Mea, we have another 
Succeffion of Sanguinary Sports; in particular Hant-" 
ing. I darenot attack a Diverfion which has fuch 


Authority,and Cuftom to fupport it, but mpft have 
leave to be of Opinion, thatthe Agitation of that Ex-. 
ercife, withthe Example and Number of the Chafers, 


not a little contribute to refift thofe Cbecks, which 
Compaffion would naturally fuggeft in behalf of 


Animal purfued. Nor fhall.t fay with Mon- 


fieur Flearyy thatthis Sport is Remain of thé Gothic 
Barbarity; but 4 muft animadvert upon a certain 
Cuftom yet in Ufe with us, and barbarous enough © 
to be derived from the Gorhs,.or eventhe Seythians > 
I mean that -Savage Compliment our Huntimen 
pafs upon Ladies of. Quality, who are prefent at 
the Death of a Stag, when they put the Knife in 
their Hands to cut the Throat of a helplefs, tremb- 


_ ling and weeping Creature.” 


cruentus,: 
Atque Imploranti 


ofe, who (as Seneca exprefles it) divide their 
Lives betwixt an Anxious Confcience and a Naufeated 
Stomach, have.a juft Reward of their Gluttony in 


the Difeafes it brings with it: For Human Savages, 


like other wild Beafts, find Snares and Poyfon'in © 


_ the Provifions of Life, and are allured by their Ap- 


petite to their Déftru@tion. ‘ I know nothing more 
fhocking, or horrid,-than the Profpe& of one oftheir 
Kitchins cover’d with Blood, and’ filled with the. 
Cries of Creatures expizing in Tortures. It gives 


one an Image of a Giant’s Den in-a Romance, be--— 


ftrow’d with the fcattered Heads and: mangled Limbs _ 
of thofe who were flain by his Cruelty. a 


The excellent Plutarch (who has ‘mare Gtenkec nf 
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